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THE BULLERS

Thackeray owed his introduction to the Bullers 37 to his Anglo-
Indian connection. Charles Buller senior (1774-1848), a younger
son of John Buller of Morval, near Looe in Cornwall, went out to
Calcutta as a young man in the revenue department of the East
India Company. In 1805 he married Barbara Isabella (d. 1849),
daughter of General William Kirkpatrick, and he and his wife
became very friendly with Thackeray's parents. The Bullers re-
turned to England with their two sons, Charles (1806-1848) and
Arthur William (1808-1869), shortly before 1812, and a third
boy, Reginald, was born to them in 1818. Charles was sent to
Harrow for a time, but in 1821 he was removed from school, and
in the following year he and Arthur were placed under the tuition
of Carlyle. Both brothers went to Trinity College, Cambridge,
Charles from 1824 to 1828 and Arthur from 1826 to 1830, and
both studied at Lincoln's Inn and were in 1831 and 1834 called to
the bar. Meanwhile, Charles had in 1830 and 1831 begun his
political career as M. P. for his family's pocket borough of West
Looe.

In 1832 Thackeray began a friendly association with the Bullers
which was interrupted henceforth only when he or they were out
of London. During that year he was a frequent visitor at their
residence in the city and spent several weeks in Cornwall and
Devon helping Charles in his successful campaign for the parlia-
mentary seat of Liskeard. A glimpse of Mrs. Buller shortly before
this time is afforded in a letter of John Sterling's. She is described
as "a renowned beauty and queen of Calcutta, [who] has still many
striking and delicate traces of what she was. Her conversation is
more brilliant and pleasant than that of any one I know."38 Her

37 The details of the Bullers9 family history will be found in Burke's
Landed Gentry. A lively picture of the older generation is provided in
Letters and Memorials of Jane Welsh Carlyle, 3 vols,, ed. Thomas Carlyle
and James Anthony Froude (New York, 1883), I, 113-136. The most
recent account of Charles Buller is E. M. Wrong's Charles Buller and Respon-
sible Government (Oxford, 1926).

38 Thomas Carlyle, The Life of John Sterling, Part I, chapter 7.